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PREFACE 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural 
District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948. 

^ith  regard  to  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year,  the  chief  points  of 
interest  are:  that  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population,  17,250 
was  an  increase  of  750  on  the  estimate  for  the  previous  year;  the  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  19.2,  as  compared  with  a  rate  of 
18.0  for  the  year  1947;  and  the  Death  Rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  estim¬ 
ated  population  was  less  by  2.0  than  the  Death  Rate  for  that  year. 

The  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  reached  a  new  low  level  at 
15  Per  T000  births-  The  corresponding  rate  in  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  was  34  per  1,000  births,  and  the  rate  for  the  previous 
year  in  the  District  was  26.8. 

The  event  of  outstanding  importance  was  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  new  Health  Service  required  an 
entire  re-organisation  of  existing  public  health  services. 

Of  the  new  statutory  authorities  which  were  set  up,  two  were  to  be 
intimately  connected  with  this  re-organisation.  Regional  Hospital  Boards 
administer  hospitals,  sanatoria  and  chest  clinics,  and  provide  specialist  ser¬ 
vices.  Local  Health  Authorities  (County  Councils  and  County  Borough 
Councils)  administer  locally  the  various  supplementary  services.  These  in¬ 
clude  the  health  visiting  and  home  nursing  services,  the  domiciliary  mid¬ 
wifery  service  and  the  care  of  expectant  mothers  and  young  children. 

Hospitals  in  the  administrative  County  of  Essex,  with  the  exception  of 
those  in  Saffron  Walden,  are  in  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  area.  The  Saffron  Walden  Districts  are  included  in  the  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  area;  also  included  in  this  area  are: — the  administrative 
counties  of  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Isle  of  Ely,  Norfolk,  Stoke  of  Peter¬ 
borough,  Suffolk  East  and  Suffolk  West;  County  Boroughs  of  Great  Yar¬ 
mouth,  Ipswich  and  Norwich;  part  of  the  administrative  County  of  Hertford 
comprising  the  urban  district  of  Royston;  part  of  the  administrative  County 
of  Lincoln;  parts  of  Kesteven  comprising  the  borough  of  Stamford;  the 
urban  district  of  Bourne  and  the  rural  district  of  Kesteven;  part  of  Rutland 
comprising  the  rural  district  of  Ketton. 

Twelve  Hospital  Management  Committees  have  been  set  up  in  the 
East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  area.  The  Saffron  Walden  hospitals 
come  under  the  Cambridge  and  Newmarket  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee. 

For  the  purpose  of  decentralising  the  day-to-day  administration  of  local 
health  functions  under  Part  III  of  the  Act,  the  Essex  County  Health  Auth¬ 
ority  divided  the  County  into  sub-divisions,  and  appointed  Area  Sub-Com¬ 
mittees  on  which  District  Councils  should  be  represented.  The  Saffron 
Walden  Rural  District  is  one  of  twelve  Districts  which  constitute  a  “Mid- 
Essex  Divisional  Area,”  centred  on  Chelmsford;  and  a  representative  was 


nominated  by  the  District  Council  to  serve  on  the  Area  Sub-Committee. 

There  had  been  strong  opposition  to  the  creation  of  such  a  large  Divi¬ 
sional  Area  (461,382  acres,  or  approximately  half  the  size  of  the  adminis¬ 
trative  County).  At  a  conference  of  District  Council  Delegates  held  in 
March,  1948  at  Chelmsford,  District  representatives  who  served  on  the  Mid- 
Essex  Divisional  Executive  for  Education,  which  covered  the  same  area,  pro¬ 
tested  that  they  had  found  it  impossible  to  maintain  contact  with  all  parts  of 
the  area.  However,  the  original  proposal  was  confirmed. 

S.  R.  RICHARDSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


—2— 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


Area:  78,585  Acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate):  17,250. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (December,  1948)  according  to  rate  books: 
5,105. 

Rateable  value:  £67,631.  Product  of  a  penny  rate:  £296. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

[Legitimate 
Live  Births^ 

146 

145 

311 

[Illegitimate 

7 

13 

20 

Still  Births 

5 

5 

10 

Deaths 

96 

103 

199 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population : 

19.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population :  11.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes :  None. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year :  5 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births:  15.0 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 
1948  was  34  per  1,000  births. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  Measles  and  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  and  no  deaths  of  infants  under  two  years  of  age  from  Diarrhoea. 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1948 


Age 

Deaths 

No.  of  deaths 

No.  in 

Outward 

Inward 

which  apply  to 

district 

Transfers 

Transfers 

district 

Under  1  year 

3 

1 

3 

5 

1  and  under  2  ... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2  and  under  5  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

5  and  under  15  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

15  and  under  25  ... 

- 

- 

1 

1 

25  and  under  35  ... 

3 

1 

5 

7 

35  and  under  45  ... 

3 

- 

2 

5 

45  and  under  55  ... 

4 

- 

7 

11 

55  and  under  65  ... 

15 

- 

15 

30 

65  and  under  75  ... 

33 

1 

18 

50 

75  and  upwards  ... 

69 

4 

25 

90 

Total 

130 

7 

76 

199 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  :  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health :  — 

S.  R.  Richardson,  b.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector :  — 

A.  Armes,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a..  Certificate  R.S.I.  as  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Foods. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector :  — 

G.  E.  Hawthorn,  m.s.i.a. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water.  There  were  no  extensions  of  the  water  mains  during  the  year. 
1  he  essentials  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  for  providing  a  piped  supply 
o  all  parishes,  which  were  completed  in  1938,  remained  unchanged  except 
lor  a  tew  extensions  which  had  then  been  approved.  In  1941  the  inter¬ 
connection  of  the  four  systems,  and  the  junction  with  the  Stansted  Water 
Company  s  mains  had  been  effected.  And  in  the  following  year  Chlorina- 
tion  Piants  were  fixed  in  each  pumping  station,  and  a  Filtration  Plant  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  southern  supply.  v 

,■  ,APpljcfons  for  extensions  to  various  outlying  parts  of  the  District, 

appmved3' in  1948  L°Cal  Inquiry  held  in  1947>  were 

Ana!S  reports  on  the  supply  have  been  consistently  satisfactory.  For 
the  year  1948  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reported  as  follows: _ 

“The  water  supply  in  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  both  as  regards 
quality  and  quantity.  The  problem  of  maintaining  an  adequate  supply 
through  the  summer  months  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  owing  toThe 
small  storage  capacity  in  the  district  and  the  impracticability  of  increasing 
the  pumping  output  from  the  existing  pumps.  Proposals  are  being  formula5 
ted  for  improvements  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern  areas. 

“Four  samples  of  water  from  the  mains  and  one  of  the  raw  water  in 
3C  area  were  anaIysed  and  the  results  in  every  case  were  very  satisfactory 

‘The  waters  are  not  plumbo-solvent  and  in  considering  the  adoption  of 
new  ByeJaws,  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  consulted  as  to 
whether  they  considered  the  prohibition  of  any  particular  metal  advisable 
m  service  pipes,  and  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  this  was  not  necessary 

No  contamination  of  water  supplies  has  occurred. 

No  relmbte  information  is  available  regarding  the  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  the  public  water  mains.”  S 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  entire 
District,  prepared  by  Messrs  Balfour  and  Sons,  Consulting  Engineers  re- 
~en  ed  the  consideration  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year. 

^rPQrThei0rmt,Sciume  f?r  the  sewering  of  the  parishes  of  Littlebury  and 
?  1  anfd  L‘tr1^  Chesterford,  in  connection  with  a  proposed  new  Sewage 
•Scheme  for  the  Borough  of  Saffron  Walden,  had  to  be  dropped  when,  af tfr 
a  Public  Local  Inquiry,  the  Borough  Council  decided  to  adopt  a  more  econ- 

(Borough  ^  ”  WSp0Sal  W°rks  W°Uld  be  sited  withi" 

Housing.  Satisfactory  progress  was  made  in  the  Council’s  housing 
rogramme  during  the  year.  The  number  erected  was  110,  of  which  SO 
vere  prefabricated  bungalows.  As  to  the  difficult  problem  of  selecting 
enants  for  new  houses  the  Council  decided  on  the  policy  of  dealing  with 
ach  case  on  its  merits  with  due  regard  to  the  necessity  of  overcrowding 
ibatement.  From  time  to  time  in  recent  years  the  Local  Authorities  had 
a  asked  to  give  special  consideration  to  certain  classes  of  applicant  and 
n  the  interests  of  national  economy  to  give  preference  to  agricultural  workers 
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TYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  ANALYSES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER 

SUPPLIES 


Test  Source 

Hempstead  Newport  Henham  Wendens  Linton  Stansted 

Ambo  Water  Water 
Works  Works  Works  Works  Works  Works 

Physical  characters  Good  Good  Good  Good  Good  Good 


Reaction  ( pH  value) 

7.1 

7.0 

7.1 

7.1 

7.1 

7.1 

Parts  per  Million. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

17 

22 

16 

13 

16 

18 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

3.0 

6.0 

0.0 

2.6 

6.4 

5.2 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Less 

Less  Absent 

Less 

Less 

Less 

than 

than 

than 

than 

than 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Free  Ammonia 

0.048  0.034 

0.000  0.010 

0.014 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.000  0.000 

0.000  0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

0.00 

4  hrs.  at  27  °C 

0.10  0.00 

0.05 

0.25 

0.000 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

31 

38 

30 

32 

26 

29 

Alkalinity  (Ca.CO 3) 

270 

265 

265 

280 

225 

255 

Total  Solids 

(dried  180°C) 

360 

395 

360 

360 

335 

370 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Absent 

0.5 

Absent  Absent  Absent 

Metals 

Absent 

Absent  Absent  Zinc  5.5  Absent  Absent 

Bacteriological  Examination. 


Colonies  of  micro-organisms 

Absent 

per  ml,  at  37°C  Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Ditto  at  20°C  Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Absent 

in  100  mis.  Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Bact.  Coli  (100  mis.)  Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Hardness. 

- 

Total  (pts.  per  million)  300 

320 

305 

310 

280 

305 

Temporary  (do.  do.)  270 

265 

265 

280 

225 

255 

Permanent  (do.  do.)  30 

55 

40 

30 

55 

50 
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in  certain  circumstances,  but  it  was  realized  that  the  statutory  duty  of  abat¬ 
ing  the  overcrowding  in  each  village  must  be  carried  out  before  considering 
other  priorities.  The  approximate  numbers  of  families  living  in  cramped 
and  unhealthy  conditions  have  already  been  revealed  in  the  Housing  Survey, 
but  in  order  to  provide  the  Tenancy  Committee  with  an  up-to-date  report, 
the  housing  conditions  of  each  applicant  are  again  investigated  when  alloca¬ 
tions  are  about  to  be  made.  Out  of  a  total  of  more  than  800  applicants, 
144  families  were  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  at  the  date  of  the  Survey. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases.  The  incidence  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  again  very  low.  For  the  fifth  year  in  suc¬ 
cession  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  the  District,  and  no  deaths 
were  attributed  to  any  of  the  ordinary  forms  of  infection. 

There  was  a  limited  prevalence  of  Infectious  Hepatitis  (Jaundice)  in 
the  southern  portion  of  the  District  during  the  summer  months.  Although 
the  disease  is  not  generally  notifiable,  under  the  Jaundice  Regulations,  1943, 
it  was  made  notifiable  in  the  Eastern  Region;  and  since  then  investigation 
has  been  carried  out  at  the  Medical  Research  Council’s  Laboratory  in  the 
University  of  Cambridge. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  67 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Infectious  Hepatitis  ...  ...  ...  16 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 

Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Tuberculosis 


Age  Period 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1  to  5  years 

5  to  15  years 

15  to  25  years 

1 

2 

25  to  35  years 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years 

2 

2 

45  to  55  years 

3 

55  to  65  years 

1 

1 

65  upwards 

1 

lotals 

8 

2 

4 

1 

Of  the  10  cases  notified,  6  were  not  normally  resident  in  the  District. 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report 
upon  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Inspections  made  during  the  year  totalled  3,863  and  details  as  to  the 
nature  of  these  inspections  are  given  below :  — 

Housing  Inspections  and  Revisits  (not  including  Rural  Housing 

Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  681 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  775 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  71 

Investigations  regarding  Council  House  Applications  ...  516 

Inspections  of  Council  Houses  regarding  cleanliness,  manage¬ 
ment,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Inspections  of  Requisitioned  Properties  ...  ...  ...  130 

Investigations  of  vacant  properties  re  Requisitioning  ...  46 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Public  Health  Nuisances  ...  70 

Inspections  of  premises  infested  with  Vermin,  etc.  ...  46 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  52 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Destruction  (not  including 

Operator’s  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  128 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  86 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises,  Shops,  etc.  ...  ...  17 

Inspections  of  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  46 

Inspections  re  proposed  new  drainage  works  ...  ...  225 

Number  of  new  drainage  systems  water  tested  ...  ...  86 

Inspections  in  connection  with  defective  drainage  ...  ...  217 

Inspections  regarding  proposed  sewerage  schemes  ...  194 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection  and 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  water  samples  collected  (not  including  main 
supplies) 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  51 

Visits  in  connection  with  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations  22 
Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  78 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


Details  of  the  Inspections  made  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  arc 
given  in  the  following  tables :  — 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health :  — 


Number  of 

PREMISES 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

34 

21 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

58 

19 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  wdiich 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers 

premises) 

10 

4 

Total 

102 

44 

7 

— 

There  were  7  cases  in  which  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  were  found  and  remedied. 

Housing.  With  the  completion  of  the  many  “preliminaries”  connected 
with  site  acquisition  and  approval  of  tenders,  etc.,  the  Council’s  programme 
of  new  house  construction  made  more  rapid  strides  during  the  year  and  the 
following  figures  indicate  the  position  at  the  31st  December,  1948:  — 


Houses  completed 

60 

Prefabricated  bungalows  erected  ... 

50 

Hutments  converted 

11 

Houses  under  construction 

52 

Although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  little  progress  could  be  made  as  re¬ 
gards  action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  in  respect  of  unfit 
houses,  action  was  taken  in  all  cases  where  repairs  were  necessary  to  make 
premises  reasonably  habitable,  resulting  in  the  service  of  50  Preliminary 
Notices,  43  of  which  had  been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  2  Statutory  Notices  were  issued,  both  of  which  were  com¬ 
plied  with  by  the  owners  concerned. 

Six  cottages  involved  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Demolition 
Orders  were  vacated  and  the  owners  given  notice  to  demolish  the  properties. 
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The  renewal  of  one  6-monthly  licence  under  the  Defence  Regulations  in 
respect  of  a  property  situated  in  a  confirmed  Clearance  Area  was  refused  by 
the  Council  on  the  property  becoming  vacant. 

Three  cottages  in  the  village  of  Great  Chesterford  were  dealt  with 
under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  and  there  being  no  opposition 
from  the  owner  concerned  Demolition  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  early  in  1949,  practically 
every  house  in  the  District  having  been  visited  and  detailed  inspection  made 
where  the  suggested  Category  was  3,  4  or  5. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  result  of  the  Survey  in  each  parish :  — 


Total 

Number  of 

Houses  Categories 


Parish 

Surveyed 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Arkesden 

85 

17 

56 

8 

— 

4 

Ashdon 

206 

40 

74 

56 

11 

25 

Berden 

79 

6 

48 

20 

— 

5 

Birchanger 

243 

20 

208 

9 

— 

6 

Chesterford,  Great 

206 

42 

103 

22 

6 

33 

Chesterford,  Little 

58 

6 

37 

2 

— 

13 

Chrishall 

126 

8 

74 

37 

2 

5 

Clavering 

284 

25 

169 

62 

9 

19 

Debden 

183 

3 

110 

55 

2 

13 

Elmdon 

128 

4 

90 

22 

— 

12 

Elsenham 

188 

11 

148 

9 

11 

9 

Farnham 

100 

5 

73 

7 

14 

1 

Hadstock 

88 

9 

56 

15 

— 

8 

Hempstead 

133 

18 

91 

13 

3 

8 

Henham 

243 

10 

189 

26 

5 

13 

Langley 

93 

3 

51 

11 

10 

18 

Littlebury 

194 

13 

116 

41 

6 

18 

Manuden 

178 

14 

106 

30 

3 

25 

Newport 

300 

7 

249 

20 

— 

24 

Quendon  &  Rickling 

145 

9 

110 

16 

— 

10 

Radwinter 

169 

16 

77 

36 

3 

37 

Sampford,  Great  ... 

101 

— 

70 

18 

— 

13 

Sampford,  Little  ... 

79 

2 

42 

30 

— 

5 

Stansted 

717 

148 

524 

34 

3 

8 

Strethall 

11 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Ugley 

124 

20 

89 

1 

6 

8 

Wendens  Ambo  ... 

97 

11 

64 

14 

— 

8 

Wenden  Lofts 

16 

1 

14 

1 

— 

— 

Wicken 

42 

3 

38 

— 

— 

1 

Widdington 

110 

6 

85 

17 

— 

2 

Wimbish 

161 

1 

108 

28 

— 

24 

Total 

4,887 

479 

3,279 

660 

94 

375 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  will  not  long  be  delayed  when  steps  can 
be  taken  to  deal  with  properties  placed  in  the  last  three  categories  so  that 
the  occupiers  may  enjoy  amenities  and  housing  conditions  compatible  with 
their  neighbours  occupying  newly  erected  Council  Houses. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  policy  to  ensure  that  all  potential 
housing  accommodation  was  used,  action  was  taken  by  the  Department  in 
connection  with  the  delegated  Requisitioning  powers  as  follows :  — 

Vacant  properties  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Properties  occupied  following  preliminary  Requisitioning  action  25 

Number  of  properties  released  from  Requisitioning  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  •  • .  •  ■  •  •  •  •  2 

Number  of  properties  under  Requisition  at  end  of  year  ...  40 

Number  of  families  housed  in  Requisitioned  properties  ...  42 

In  May,  1948  a  Furnished  Houses  Rent  Tribunal  was  appointed  for  the 
District  and  during  the  year  two  appeals  were  heard,  in  one  case  the  Dep¬ 
artment  being  called  upon  to  give  evidence. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  a  number  of  Nissen  type  huts  occupied  by 
families  at  Stansted  Airport  gave  rise  to  concern  and  a  detailed  inspection 
by  the  department  revealed  that  43  hutments  were  occupied,  housing  a  total 
population  of  164  persons.  A  detailed  report  submitted  to  the  Council  was 
forwarded  to  the  Ministries  concerned,  who  promised  early  action.  As  a 
result  steps  were  later  taken  to  institute  refuse  and  night  soil  collection  at 
the  sites,  strict  control  exercised  to  prevent  further  entry  of  “squatters,”  and 
negotiations  commenced  regarding  the  rehousing  of  the  families. 

Overcrowding  and  Rehousing.  The  completion  of  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey,  together  with  investigations  carried  out  in  respect  of  housing  applic¬ 
ations,  has  enabled  figures  to  be  prepared  showing  the  position  in  the  area 
regarding  Overcrowding  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


OVERCROWDING  POSITION  at  1st  JANUARY,  1948 
Houses  where  No.  of  ‘persons’  exceeded  the  Permitted  Number  by:  — 

\  ‘person’  1  ‘person’  li  ‘persons’  2  ‘persons’  2J  ‘persons’  3  ‘persons’  4  ‘persons’  5  ‘persons’ 

33  22  15  9  3  2  4  1 

Total  No.  of  Overcrowded  houses  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  89 

No.  of  Overcrowded  cases  abated  by  removal  to  Council  Houses  12 

No.  of  Overcrowded  cases  abated  by  other  means  (removals,  etc.)  1 

Total  No.  of  Overcrowded  cases  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  76 

No.  of  “Borderline”  cases  (Permitted  No.  equalling  No.  of 

‘persons’)  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  “Borderline”  cases  rehoused  by  Council  during  year  ...  5 

No.  of  “Borderline”  cases  otherwise  rehoused  during  year  ...  1 

Total  No.  of  “Borderline”  cases  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  43 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  least  some  progress  was  made  during  1948  in  the 

reduction  of  overcrowding  cases  and  this  has  been  undoubtedly  due  to  the 


—11— 


policy  adopted  by  the  Council  whereby  all  applications  for  Council  Houses 
are  investigated  before  consideration  by  the  Tenancy  Committee.  Such  in¬ 
vestigations  which  totalled  over  500  for  the  year  have  also  shown  that  “bed¬ 
room  deficiency”  is  a  serious  factor  in  many  houses  especially  where  the 
premises  are  shared  by  more  than  one  family. 

Whilst  the  ideal  method  of  tenant  selection  has  undoubtedly  not  yet 
been  evolved,  the  practice  adopted  by  the  Council  whereby  a  full  report  on 
each  case  is  given  careful  consideration  by  the  Tenancy  Committee  followed 
in  many  cases  by  inspection  by  members  of  the  Committee  has  proved  highly 
satisfactory. 

Water  Supplies.  Of  7  samples  of  water  collected  from  private  sources 
during  the  year,  5  proved  on  analysis  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  3  cases  action 
taken  resulted  in  the  premises  being  connected  to  main  supplies  and  2  cases 
were  referred  to  the  Water  Extensions  Sub-Committee  for  early  consider¬ 
ation. 

Whilst  approval  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  water  extension 
scheme  which  was  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
1947,  no  progress  has  been  made  to  date  owing  to  protracted  negotiations  re¬ 
garding  grant  aid  for  the  works  which  are  estimated  to  cost  £21,072. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  Council  received  a  communication  during 
the  year  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  regarding  the  Comprehensive  Sewerage 
Scheme  prepared  by  Messrs  Balfour  &  Co.,  Consulting  Engineers.  The 
Ministry  suggested  that  the  Council  should  decide  on  a  programme  of 
priority  for  each  part  of  the  plan  and  this  matter  is  at  present  receiving  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  Engineer  was  authorised  to  install  a  new  pump  at  Stansted  pump¬ 
ing  station  and  delivery  was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  two 
electric  pumps  ordered  in  1946  for  the  Newport  works  are  still  awaited  and 
in  the  meantime  pumping  is  being  carried  out  by  a  portable  petrol  pump 
with  fairly  satisfactory  results. 

During  the  year  80  new  private  drainage  systems  were  installed  by 
owners  and  in  all  but  a  few  cases  the  provision  of  a  standard  septic  tank  and 
filter  was  accepted  in  lieu  of  water  tight  cesspools.  Few  complaints  were 
received  regarding  the  functioning  of  the  septic  tanks  but  the  question  of 
the  provision  of  a  cesspool  emptying  plant  may  have  to  be  considered  at  a 
later  date  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  such  septic  tank  install¬ 
ations. 

Fifty-two  Preliminary  or  Informal  Notices  regarding  defective  drainage 
were  issued  and  46  had  been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In 
addition  one  Statutory  Notice  was  served  and  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
owner. 

It  became  necessary  to  carry  out  the  work  of  cleansing  the  open  ditch 
alongside  the  main  street  at  Berden  village  and  a  similar  ditch  at  Hadstock 
parish  which  constituted  an  open  sewer  was  piped  and  filled  in  by  the 
Council. 


—12— 


As  a  result  of  notice  from  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board  regarding  pollu¬ 
tion  of  a  15  inch  highway  sewer  in  the  village  of  Birchanger,  notices  were 
served  on  the  property  owners  concerned  to  disconnect  foul  drainage  from 
the  highway  drain. 

It  became  necessary  to  carry  out  improvements  to  the  drainage  systems 
serving  a  number  of  new  groups  of  Council  Houses  and  the  difficulties  en¬ 
countered  emphasise  the  need  to  provide  main  drainage  as  soon  as  possible. 

Public  Cleansing.  Refuse  Collection  was  continued  during  the  year  by 
means  of  two  contractors  with  fortnightly  collections  in  the  parishes  of 
Stansted,  Newport,  Great  Chestcrford  and  Littlebury,  and  monthly  collec¬ 
tions  in  the  remainder  of  the  District.  Both  contractors  now  employ  covered 
refuse  vehicles  for  the  work  but  in  the  case  of  one  firm  difficulties  were 
encountered  regarding  adherance  to  the  recognised  collection  schedule. 

It  became  necessary  to  employ  a  bulldozer  to  clean  up  one  of  the  3 
“unmanned”  refuse  tips  used  in  the  Northern  area  and  it  became  increasingly 
evident  that  mobile  labour  will  have  to  be  provided  to  control  tipping  at 
these  sites. 

Weekly  collection  of  night  soil  in  the  parishes  of  Great  Chesterford, 
Littlebury  and  part  of  Newport  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  private 
contractors.  No  extension  of  this  service  was  provided  to  any  other  parish 
during  the  year  except  in  the  case  of  the  occupied  hutments  at  Stansted 
Airport,  where  the  cost  was  reimbursed  by  the  appropriate  Ministry. 


Figures  relating 
follows :  — 

to  salvage  collection  during  the  past 

1946  1947 

3  years  are  as 

1948 

Waste  paper 

T. 

C.  Qrs. 

T. 

C.  Qrs. 

T. 

C. 

Qrs. 

43 

—  — 

51 

14  — 

69 

17 

3 

Bones 

4 

1  — 

1 

16  — 

2 

4 

2 

Rags 

1 

5  2 

_ 

12  — 

5 

Bottles  and  Jars 

3 

7  2 

7 

12  — 

3 

2 

Metals 

25 

9  2 

7 

—  2 

6 

11 

Miscellaneous 

Total  sums  realised 

2 

10  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

by  sale  of  materials 

£437 

12s.  4d. 

£444 

11s.  lOd. 

£512 

5  s. 

9d. 

(including  bonus  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply) 


The  increase  in  waste  paper  collected  was  undoubtedly  partly  due  to 
the  advertising  campaigns,  window  displays,  etc.  conducted  during  the  year. 
During  the  3  months  from  March  to  May,  1948,  waste  paper  sales  increased 
by  over  160  per  cent,  above  those  for  1947  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
collections  again  dropped  and  as  a  consequence  the  Council  decided  to  adopt 
from  the  1st  January,  1949  a  system  of  bonus  payment  to  the  refuse  em¬ 
ployees. 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  128  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  farms  and  dairy 
premises  and  8  informal  notices  issued  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
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tions  were  complied  with  during  the  year;  in  two  of  these  cases  the  premises 
were  completely  remodelled  to  confirm  with  present  day  standards. 

Advisory  visits  to  producers  wishing  to  obtain  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
licences  were  made  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Health  Inspector,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  reconstruction  of  10  premises  and  the  erection  of  4  new  milk¬ 
ing  parlours  and  dairy  premises  complying  with  the  County  Council  require¬ 
ments. 

The  23  “Tuberculin  Tested”  producers  and  14  “Accredited”  producers 
were  sampled  regularly  by  the  County  Council  staff  with  whom  close  liaison 
was  maintained. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  1936-46  were  as  follows:  — 

Bottling  Licence  in  respect  of  “T.T”  milk  ...  ...  1 

Dealers  Licences  to  retail  “T.T.”  milk  ...  ...  ...  4 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Whilst  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  are  in 
regular  use,  co-operation  by  the  Food  Executive  Officer  ensured  that  all 
animals  slaughtered  under  Ministry  of  Food  Licences  were  dealt  with  in 
five  selected  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  under  this  arrangement  were  as 
follows :  — 

Pigs:  210.  Calves:  2.  Goats:  3. 


Of  these,  18  pigs  were  found  to  be  affected  with  localised  tuberculosis  and  2 
with  other  diseases.  1  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected  with  generalised 
tuberculosis. 


Other  foodstuffs  surrendered  after 
consumption  were  as  follows :  — 

being  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

Beef 

166  lbs 

Meat  Roll 

3  tins 

Mutton 

25  lbs 

Bacon 

2|  lbs 

Cheese 

66  cartons 

Fish 

5  stones 

Sausages 

4  tins 

Jam 

2  tins 

Peaches 

2  tins 

Salmon 

2  tins 

Apricots 

2  tins 

Meat  Paste 

3  tins 

Plums 

3  tins 

Spaghetti 

1  tin 

Milk 

16  tins 

Veal  Loaf 

2  tins 

Marmalade 

1  tin 

Bacon 

1  tin 

Peas 

26  tins 

Tomatoes 

2  tins 

Soup 

3  tins 

Steak 

1  tin 

Fish 

4  tins 

Cherries 

1  tin 

Beans 

15  tins 

Mangoes 

2  cwts 

Food  Premises.  7  informal  notices  issued  in  respect  of  cleansing  and 
limewashing  of  bakehouses  were  complied  with;  one  new  bakehouse  was 
constructed  in  accordance  with  advice  given  and  two  proposals  in  respect  of 
new  premises  were  examined  and  approved. 
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Visits  to  refreshment  houses  and  cafes  indicated  that  greater  care  in 
handling  food  and  utensils  is  necessary  among  kitchen  staffs,  to  whom  advice 
on  hygienic  precautions  was  given  on  every  occasion.  The  plaques  issued  by 
the  British  Tourist  and  Holidays  Board  were  found  to  be  effectively  dis¬ 
played  in  catering  establishments  and  these  should  play  an  important  part  in 
emphasising  clean  personal  habits.  Closer  co-operation  between  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Food  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  regarding  the  issue  of  catering 
licences  would  undoubtedly  assist  in  raising  the  standard  of  premises  and 
equipment,  etc. 

Three  notices  to  carry  out  improvements  to  food  preparation  prem¬ 
ises  were  issued,  2  being  complied  with  and  one  resulting  in  the  voluntary 
closing  of  the  canteen  concerned  by  the  proprietors. 

After  issue  of  preliminary  notices,  new  sanitary  conveniences  were 
erected  at  2  licensed  premises  and  2  cafes. 

Ice  Cream.  Premises  in  the  District  registered  under  the  Essex  County 
Council  Act  at  the  end  of  the  year  were :  — 

Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

28  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  and  advice  given  regarding  the 
Regulations.  6  samples  were  collected  during  the  year,  the  results  being  as 
follows :  — 


Colonies  per  m/1, 
at  37°  in  48  hours 

M.H.  Provisional 
Grade 

Standard 

500 

2 

Excellent 

4,000 

2 

High 

8,000 

2 

Satisfactory 

60,000 

3 

Passable 

80,000 

3 

Passable 

150,000 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

Rat  Destruction.  The  work  of  rodent  destruction  was  carried  out  by  one 
employee  shared  on  a  50/50  basis  with  the  Saffron  Walden  Borough  Council, 
and  the  following  figures  indicate  the  extent  to  which  his  services  were 
required :  — 

Number  of  Premises  Treated  for  Rat  Destruction 
Domestic  Dwellings  Business  Premises  Council  Properties 

45  19  23 

All  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works  were  treated  quarterly  and  six  monthly 
maintenance  treatments  given  to  the  sewers  at  Stansted.  Tests  in  Newport 
sewers  indicate  that  these  appear  to  be  free  from  infestation. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  The  control  of  moveable  dwellings  involved  51 
inspections,  mainly  in  connection  with  travelling  van  dwellers;  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  police  authorities  however  these  were  successfully  dealt  with, 
with  the  exception  of  the  seasonal  influx  of  such  persons  engaged  on  agric¬ 
ultural  work. 
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Twelve  applications  for  licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were 
received  during  the  year,  8  being  granted  subject  to  conditions  regarding 
sanitary  requirements  and  4  refused. 

General.  Informal  action  was  taken  regarding  10  Public  Health  nui¬ 
sances,  all  of  which  were  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Eighteen  premises  were  treated  for  eradication  of  vermin  (bugs,  fleas, 
etc.)  and  in  each  case  contact  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  proved  effica¬ 
cious. 

Complaints  received  regarding  regular  infestation  of  a  village  school  by 
flies  on  warm  days  in  late  autumn  revealed  swarms  of  the  cluster  fly 
( pollenia  rudis)  in  the  space  between  the  ceilings  and  roof,  but  concentrated 
treatment  with  gaseous  D.D.T.  efficiently  dealt  with  the  situation. 

Fifty-five  new  council  houses  were  treated  with  D.D.T.  vapour  as  a 
preventative  measure  before  occupation  commenced. 

The  operation  of  the  Commercial  Airport  at  Stansted  involved  22  visits, 
but  although  Health  Control  buildings  were  provided  to  satisfy  Ministry  of 
Health  requirements,  traffic  ceased  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Conclusion.  The  remarks  and  figures  presented  in  this  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  to  the  Council  will  I  hope  indicate  the  manner  in  which  the  depart¬ 
ment  has  endeavoured  to  keep  in  step  with  the  demands  of  legislation  and 
the  public  regarding  sanitary  administration  in  the  District.  The  results 
obtained  art  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  loyalty  and  assistance  of  my 
staff  to  whom  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  past  and 
present  Chairmen  of  the  Public  Health  and  Tenancy  Committees  and  to  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  confidence  and  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  colleagues  for  their  co¬ 
operation  which  is  greatly  appreciated. 

I  am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  ARMES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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